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Comparison of biological fertiliser programs versus a conventional program on wheat at

Wallangra, Northern NSW in 2008.

B & M McCosker

Blayney, Wallangra NSW.

This trial compared four wheat crop programs grown on two neighbouring farms in northern
NSW during 2008. Three of the wheat crops were grown using biological fertilisers: either
Carbon Power or Platinum 570. The biological programs also had bio-inoculants, BioBrew
Soil and BioBrew Growth and BioBrew Harvest inoculants. The fourth crop was grown with
conventional fertilisers.

Carbon Power is a blended mineral and chemical fertiliser with added labile carbon and bio-
stimulants. Platinum 570 is also a blended mineral and chemical fertiliser. The difference
between the two fertilisers is the higher carbon content of the Carbon Power fertiliser as
compared to the Platinum 570 product. These fertiliser products are known as transition
fertilisers as they activate soil biological fertility whilst at the same time providing some
readily available nutrients to the crop. They are specifically designed for growers changing
over to a biological approach.

The fourth paddock had conventional fertilisers, urea and DAP, applied. Yields and Gross
Margins were compared. Two programs were wheat crops grown after a fallow period. The
other two were crops grown after a previous wheat crop.

- Wheat grown on Carbon Power biofertiliser applied at 70kg/ha with BioBrew
Sprays applied.

- Wheat grown on Platinum 570 biofertiliser applied at 90kg/ha with BioBrew
sprays applied.
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